Helping Your Kindergartener Be a Successful Reader and Writer (Throughout the Week)
Morning:

· When your child wakes up, tell them the day of the week or the weather and ask them what letter is at the beginning of that word.
· Ask them to identify letters or words on cereal boxes or other items while eating breakfast or packing lunch.

· On the way to the bus stop or to school name a letter and have them say the sound it makes or three words that begin with that sound.

During the School Day/Afternoon:

· Pack a note with their snack (or lunch at daycare) that is a simple to read message with many of the kindergarten word wall words.

· On the way from the bus stop or in the car, give them word wall words and have them spell them “like a… robot, giant, mouse, fairy, wrestler, princess, grandma,” etc., Be creative with this one!
· On the way to an after school activity, name materials they will use and have them tell you what the beginning letter is.  (For example, if going to basketball practice they can identify the beginning letter for ball, net, score, team, court, etc.,)
· While your child is having a snack, give them some books to read or read them a book.  Remember…kindergarteners can read a book in many ways: read the pictures, read the words, or retell the story.

· Invite your child to read a story to a younger sibling or older sibling.

· While you are preparing dinner, have them find letters on the boxes.

After Dinner/Bedtime:

· Read, read, read to your child… one to three picture books a night!

Weekends:

· Visit your local library and check out books!

· Be sure to read your child’s school library books with them before they are due back the next week.

· Create a shopping list for your child when you go to the store.

· Have your child create a shopping list with words or pictures with labels.

· Start a Weekend News journal where your child can write and draw about what happened.

· As a reward for good behavior, offer an extra book at bedtime and the chance to stay up a bit later, instead of a sticker or candy!
